
OWL

 
The Opportunities for Word

Learning project is funded by the
US National Institutes of Health
to investigate how children with

developmental language disorder
learn new words and how this

relates to their reading abilities.
We are working with Prof Tiffany
Hogan (MGH Institute) and Prof

Julie Wolter (University of
Montana) on this project.

 

LOVE TO READ

 
The Nuffield Foundation Love

to Read project aims to co-
design an intervention to

motivate and engage children
to read books. We are working

with Dr Sarah McGeown
(University of Edinburgh), Dr

Emily Oxley (University of
Edinburgh) and Dr Laura

Shapiro (Aston University).
 

(2018-2023)

At the Language and Reading Acquisition (LARA) Lab, we
are interested in oral language and literacy development in
childhood and adolescence. We work with children with and
without reading and language difficulties and use
longitudinal and experimental designs in our research. The
LARA lab is directed by Dr Jessie Ricketts. 

This past year has been challenging for us all, filled with lots
of uncertainty during the pandemic. Despite this, we have
still had an exciting year as our research has been able to
resume and we have started new and exciting projects. Keep
reading to see all the things we've been up to this year!

C u r r e n t  P r o j e c t s

BABY BOOKS

 
The Baby Books project is

funded by the Nuffield
Foundation to investigate
what infants learn from

shared book reading with their
parents. We are working with
Dr Jeanne Shinskey (Baby Lab

at RHUL).
 

(2019-2022)
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RAV

 
The Reading and Vocabulary

project is funded by the Nuffield
Foundation to investigate whether

the amount of reading that
children and adolescents do is

important for vocabulary growth.
We are working with Dr Laura

Shapiro (Aston University), Prof
Adrian Burgess (Aston University)

and Dr Sanne van der Kleij
(University of Birmingham). 

 

(2018-2022)

Website: www.pc.rhul.ac.uk/sites/lara/  
Twitter: @ricketts_lara

If you are interested in hearing more about our research
and/or in taking part, please send your contact details to:

jessie.ricketts@rhul.ac.uk

OVERVIEW

 



"I have been undertaking a
fellowship with the Parliamentary
Office of Science and Technology
for the last 3 months. During this
fellowship I have been working in
the House of Lords Library. I
have been conducting research
on everything from Covid
vaccination statistics to HGV
driver hour regulations! I have
produced briefings for the
House's upcoming Bills, written
'in focus' articles proving a
shorter briefing on forthcoming
business (e.g., debates or
questions the House is due to
consider) and directly interacted
with members of the House of
Lords.  

THE LARA LAB TEAM

 

WORKING WITH TEACHERS AND SCHOOLS

GRACE'S

EXPERIENCE IN

PARLIAMENT

I have been conducting
research on everything
from Covid vaccination
statistics to HGV driver

hour regulations!

The experience has taught me a
lot about how research is used in
Parliament, and how the two
Houses of Parliament work to
scrutinize policy and hold the
Government to account. It has
enabled me to develop many
skills that I will be applying to my
PhD when I return in January."

"I ran the Royal Parks Half Marathon in London on 10th October in aid of Cancer Research
UK. The charity is very close to my heart and I managed to raise £1,189, which I’m very
proud of and it's more than I could have hoped for going into it. Race day was very tough,
but the route was scenic through the parks of London, and the atmosphere was amazing! I
managed to finish the half marathon in 2hrs 13 minutes." Well done, Alice!                                 
                                                     

ALICE'S HALF MARATHON

- Alice Watters  
                            

 - Grace Pocock
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We continue to work closely with teachers and schools. This year we have
been working with Tes to create some blogs (see: bit.ly/larablogs). Jessie has
also been working with the Right to Succeed charity and Blackpool secondary
schools on the Key Stage 3 Literacy Project. Her role has been to collaborate
with teachers and others to think about assessment and intervention
approaches for struggling readers. The Secretary of State for Education,
Nadhim Zahawi, visited the team in Blackpool in November, as you can see in
the picture. He heard all about how Blackpool schools have successfully
mitigated the impact of the pandemic on literacy skills, despite working in a
Department for Education Opportunity Area where there is great need. Thank
you to all of the schools that we work with, we continue to learn so much
about the school context and feed this into our research approach.

... and our brilliant undergraduate research assistants
Courtney Hooton, Selan Lee, Alice Watters, Emily Nevill and Ellie Hawkes

Hellos and Goodbyes
This year we've welcomed Amber Muhinyi, Jemma Baker, Emily Nevill and
Ellie Hawkes to the lab. We've also said goodbye to our undergraduate
research assistants, Ellie Gray, Ele Crow, Haniya Zaka and Abigail White, who
all graduated with flying colours this year. Congratulations!

Earlier in
December, we
went pottery
painting as a lab
to celebrate Xmas.
Check out our
creative designs!    

http://bit.ly/larablogs

